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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, GY 

SUBJECT: COURT CHALLENGE TO REFERENDUM 

1. OPPOSITION GROUPS ARE SEEKING AN INJUNCTION BARRING THE 
COMMISSIONER OF ELECTIONS EROM HOLDING THE NATIONAL 
REEERENDUM ON AMENDING THE CONSTITUTION, SCHEDULED FOR 
JULY 10. THE ACTION WAS FILED BY MAKEPEACE RICHMOND, 
CHAIRMAN OF THE LIBERATOR PARTY, EUSI KWAYANA, OF THE 
WORKING PEOPLE'S ALLIANCE, AND FEROZE MOHAMMED, MEMBER 
OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY REPRESENTING THE PEOPLE'S PRO- 
GRESSIVE PARTY. 

2. ACCORDING TO THE GUYANA CHRONICLE, THE PLAINTIEFS 
CONTEND THAT CERTAIN PROCEDURAL REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE 
HOLDING OF THE REFERNEDUM ARE UNCONSTITUTIONAL AND THE 
THE CURRENT LIST OF ELECTORS WAS NOT PREPARED IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH THE LAW AND IS THUS INVALID. 

3. THE ACTION WAS ORIGINALLY SCHEDULED TO BE HEARD BY 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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THE CHIEF JUSTICE ON JUNE 12, BUT WAS POSTPONED TO THE 
NEXT DAY. THE CASE WILL NOW BE HANDLED BY ANOTHER JUSTICE, 
FROM THE HIGH COURT, AND CAN BE APPEALED TO THE COURT OF 
APPEAL. 

4. COMMENT: THIS LEGAL CHALLENGE IS A CRITICAL TEST FOR 
THE JUDICIARY, WHICH CONSIDERS ITSELF ABOVE PARTISAN 
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POLITICS. NO DOUBT THE JUDGES ARE MOST UNCOMFORTABLE AT 
HAVING BEEN DRAWN INTO THE DEBATE OVER THE REFERENDUM BY 
THE NECESSITY OF RULING ON THIS LEGAL CHALLENGE. SYMPTO- 
MATIC OF THEIR DISCOMFITURE IS THE FACT THAT THE CHIEF 
JUSTICE, WHO HAD BEEN EXPECTED TO HEAR THE CASE, HAS 
TOSSED THE "HOT POTATO" TO ONE OF HIS ASSOCIATES. 

BURKE 
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